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Preface

Many of the readers of this preface will be aware that the Department of English Local History at
the University of Leicester was founded in 1948, and soon earned an enviable reputation for the depth and
breadth of its scholarship. In 1978, to mark the 30th anniversary of the Department, a bibliography was
published of the theses, dissertations, books, chapters and articles that had been produced by staff and
students from their first association with the Department. Twenty years later a second bibliography was
published, with a suitable gold-coloured cover, containing details of some 3,000 items, the fruits of a full
half century’s research. Copies of this ‘golden jubilee’ bibliography, which also contains a history of the

Centre by Professor Charles Phythian-Adams, are still available for sale from the Friends of the Centre.

Since 1998, the Department has become a Centre within the School of Historical Studies, but its
individual identity and its reputation as a centre for excellence have remained intact. In 2008 the Friends
of the Centre for English Local History, a registered charity that seeks to promote and support the study
of English local history as taught and practised at the Centre, therefore decided that it would be a
worthwhile exercise to produce a supplementary bibliographic volume to cover the decade to 2008. This
decision was not motivated by a desire for self-congratulation, but in recognition of the high quality of
scholarship that continues to flow from the Centre, and a genuine belief that many people would find such

a volume useful.

As well as providing an update to the history of the Department (now Centre), this volume
therefore aims to list all theses, dissertations, books, chapters, articles and reviews written by all present
and former staff and students of the Centre that were published between 1999 and 2008. Regrettably, it
probably falls far short of that aim, as it has not been possible to contact everyone whose work should be
included. I hope you will therefore accept my apologies for any omissions, which are purely accidental,

and I hope these have not caused any offence.

Many people have been involved in the production of this new bibliography, and all are thanked
most warmly: staff of the centre and members of the Friends kindly provided details of their own
published work; Alan Fox valiantly tried to track down other former students and wrote to as many as
possible; Alan Fox, Frank Galbraith and Freda Raphael helped by conducting bibliographic searches for
those people Alan was unable to contact; and Professor Christopher Dyer has provided an update to the
history of the Department and Centre. However, particular thanks are due to Mike Thompson, who
brought to the project his experience in working on the ‘golden jubilee’ volume. Mike kindly volunteered
to take on the task of collecting information from past Friends’ Newsletters, collating and classifying all
of the data from the various sources, typing it all up in a consistent format and setting the work into its

present form. | have to admit that when the decision was taken to produce this bibliography, | had no idea
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of the scale of the task involved, and this volume would not exist were it not for Mike’s sterling work.
Final editing was undertaken by Mike Thompson, Alan Fox and myself, and | take responsibility for any

errors and omissions which remain.

The previous volume was published and sold as a book of almost 250 pages, with the intention
that any profits generated would be credited to the Friends of the (then) Department, and used to support
the Department and its students, but it would be fair to say that it has not sold as well as was anticipated.
To produce this second volume in the same format would require a substantial outlay, and realistically it
is unlikely that this sum would ever be recouped from sales. However, technology and the now
widespread availability of personal computers and the internet have provided new opportunities. This
volume is therefore being published as a fully searchable on-line file, made freely available through the
web pages of the Friends of the Centre for English Local History (www.le.ac.uk/elh/friends/index.html).
For those who do not have internet access, or prefer to have their own copy, it can also be purchased at
modest cost as a CD-Rom. Should a paper copy be preferred, this can be provided on request and at cost,
although it should be noted that the publication is not indexed, as it has been designed as a searchable

computer file.

Two advantages of this new mode of publication are the ability it provides to reach new and
wider audiences, and the ease with which amendments and corrections can be made. It is hoped that
readers will find it this volume a useful reference work. If any errors or omissions are noticed, please get
in touch with the Friends of the Centre of English Local History at 5 Salisbury Road, Leicester, LE1 70R,

so that these can be corrected and included within any future revised version.

Pam Fisher

Chairman

Friends of the Centre for English Local History
June 2009


http://www.le.ac.uk/elh/friends/index.html
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PART I

The Centre for English Local History (1998 -2008): Context and evolution

In 1998 the Department of English Local History became the Centre for English Local History.
The Department had been founded in 1948, and that half-century of development was fully described in

Charles Phythian-Adams’s introduction to the Departmental Bibliography and History, 1948-1998.

The new title and status apparently represented a demotion, as the new Centre was not as
independent as the former Department, but came under the administrative wing of the Department of
Economic and Social History. The loss of independence, however, was not a symptom of declining
academic or educational achievement. Universities for many decades have sought to rationalise their
structures and create larger units of administration in the belief that big department, schools or colleges

cost less to run and are more effective in managing research and teaching.

A small Department was an anomaly, and dozens of such units at Leicester and elsewhere were
being merged. Indeed, once begun the process continued, and after 2002 the Department of Economic and
Social History was brought into ever closer union with the former Department of History to make a
School of Historical Studies. The local historians were swallowed twice over, and in 2009 face with the
other historians another absorption along with the humanities such as archaeology and English into a
College, with an unknown degree of centralised administration from that untested body. Local History has
gained from the long-term developments an easing of administrative burdens, as we do not have to
manage every detail of our lives, or sit on every University committee, which gives us (and especially the
Head of the Centre) more time to practise the subject. We remain distinctive and semi-independent, and
although one senior Leicester historian suspected that the scholars in Salisbury Road worshipped their

own gods and minted their own money, regrettably we have not achieved that level of autonomy.

The local historians have continued to have, like the villagers, townspeople, clergy and county
gentry who we study, a strong sense of identity, and we continue to be recognised as a distinct and
valuable grouping by the School, the University and by the wider academic community. Our specialism is
an asset whenever the University comes under outside scrutiny: distinguished visitors to the University
ask to see the Centre, and although we are not given a separate scoring in the government’s Research
Assessment Exercise, we know that we are rated highly, and in 2008 we were singled out, along with
Urban History as making an ‘outstanding’ contribution — to the whole subject of history, and not just in

Leicester. The University realised our standing when they recommended in 2005, with the strong support



of the first head of the united School of Historical Studies, that we receive one of the ‘new blood’ posts

then being founded by the university.

Not only Local History’s administrative status, but also its building, was subject to a merger, as in
2000 Harold Fox invited the Centre for Urban History to share 3-5, Salisbury Road. There were not
enough local historians to fill all of the rooms, and Urban History faced the loss of its accommaodation in
a nearby leased building, so we were acting as good neighbours. The two Centres get on reasonably well,
as we share interests, and the local historians continue to enjoy a large library, map room and other
facilities, and the portraits on the staircase reflect the benefactors and scholars belonging to Local History.
Pressure on space meant that the archives, in particular papers associated with W.G. Hoskins, had to be
transferred to the store administered by the University Library. The space available to us expanded in
2002 when the University acquired no. 1 Salisbury Road for the use of the School of Historical Studies.
This contained a number of rooms which could be used by our research students for private study and
computing, and a large meeting room with a kitchen attached which is ideal for our larger seminars and

occasional meetings.

When the university system was going through a bad patch in the 1980s the Department shared in
the troubles, and there was a rather bleak year or two at the end of the twentieth century, but over the
whole ten years 1998-2008 in better university conditions the Centre has expanded. After the retirement
of Charles Phythian-Adams Harold Fox acted as Head, while the University searched for a permanent
Professor, and eventually Christopher Dyer was appointed, so from 2001 the Centre had three permanent
full-time members of staff, Dyer, Harold Fox and Keith Snell. The merits of both Snell and Fox were
recognised by the University and they were appointed to personal chairs, Snell as Professor of Rural and

Cultural History in 2002 and Fox as Professor of Social and Landscape History in 2003.

The Centre received a welcome reduction of the average age of its permanent staff with the
appointment of Richard Jones, firstly to a temporary post in landscape history during Harold Fox’s study
leave in 2006-7, and then to a permanent post when Harold took retirement (and then sadly died) in 2007.
Meanwhile the University’s new blood scheme brought us the appointment of Andrew Hopper, whose
first year, mainly of research, began in 2006, and since then has been increasingly involved in teaching
and administration. His expertise in early modern history, and his interest in local politics in the Civil War

period, means that we have a more complete chronological and thematic coverage.

In 2008 the Centre for English Local History, after times of uncertainty and shrinkage, had not
just four full-time members of staff, but two of them were in the early stage of their careers and we can

look forward to their future achievements and initiatives. While we enjoy this good news we regret the
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untimely death of Harold Fox. He had retired, but we still expected to profit from his company in

retirement, and to join in his pleasure at the publication of his book on Dartmoor.

The Centre has also benefitted from the activities of various temporary members of staff. Penny
Lane in 2000-1 joined the Centre on a grant to research the cotton industry in 1770-1830. Graham Jones,
who had previously held a fellowship funded by the Leverhulme Trust and the Aurelius Trust, and a
research fellowship at Aberystwyth, was appointed to a lectureship in 2001-3 to do Harold Fox’s teaching
during his time as a British Academy Research Reader, and was able to prolong his connections with the
Centre until he gained a research post in Oxford. Richard Jones and Mark Page worked on the Arts and
Humanities Research Board Whittlewood project from 2001 until 2005, after which Mark joined the
Victoria County History for Oxfordshire, and Richard taught for a year at Cardiff University before
returning to Leicester. David Postles was employed on money provided by the Marc Fitch Fund (together
with some university funding) mainly to do research for the Surnames Survey. He retired in 2005.

The Centre has been fortunate in the support that it has received from secretaries and
administrators. Pauline Whitmore had kept us well organised up to the arrival of the urban historians in
2000. She was succeeded by Audrey Larrive for five years, and the presence of a secretary of French

origin helped to prove that we were not narrowly insular. Lucy Byrne followed and is still with us.

The MA in English Local History has been taught by an ingenious rotation of modules, which
means that the course can be taken full-time, and part-time over two years by students who attend on
either Monday mornings, or Thursday evenings. Recruitment to this course has sometimes caused us
anxiety, as humbers do not increase, in spite of our strenuous publicity efforts, and in 2006 we adopted a
new alternative route to the MA degree ‘by Individual Supervised Study’ which enables students who
cannot attend regular weekly classes, such as those living at a distance from Leicester, to study for a
taught MA. This can be taken part-time over two years or full time over one. This has achieved a healthy
level of recruitment. The content and delivery of modules have evolved as the subject has changed, and

there is a growing emphasis in teaching on student participation.

Most of our students are part-time and self-funded, though they can be helped by the Hoskins-
Duffield Fund, which was augmented and made its first grants in 2005, and throughout the ten years the
Friends of the Centre for English Local History have awarded bursaries from the funds which they have
raised from activities such as the annual Hoskins Day. A few students have received funding from the
Arts and Humanities Research Council, and since 2007 we have been recognised for the award of
postgraduate awards by the Economic and Social Research Council. The latter led us to adopt a third
route to the MA, in which the student substitutes modules of training in social science methods for some

local history modules.
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We are very conscious of the intellectual legacies that we enjoy from the distinguished academics
who helped to found and develop the Department and Centre. Richard McKinley, who died in 1999, had
worked on the VCH for Leicestershire, which we hope to revive, and the Surnames Survey. Thanks to his
bequest MA students who write the best dissertation of their year can be awarded a prize. Alan Everitt
was very supportive of the Centre and attended as much as he could events such as Hoskins day and day
conferences, and when he sadly died in 2008 he left us his books and papers. Joan Thirsk has maintained
contact, and has recently arranged for the research materials gathered for the Agrarian Histories (volumes
4 and 5) to be deposited in the University archives. We try to avoid living in the past, and this
bibliography reflects the forging of new links and the adoption of new approaches.

The recent developments point to a future which will depend increasingly on collaboration with
other institutions and joint ventures. Within the university we obviously have much to gain from our
participation in the work of the School of Historical Studies. We sometimes groan at the amount of
undergraduate teaching that we do, but contact with students at BA level may eventually lead to better
recruitment of Leicester history students to our MA and research degrees. We teach our MA modules to
students taking the Landscape Archaeology and Victorian Studies MA courses. Contacts with the staff of
the School of Archaeology and Ancient History are frequent and produce good results, such as their
students’ participation in the Whittlewood project, and our contribution to the University of Leicester

Archaeology Service and projects such as the current work on Wallingford.

Connections outside the university include our involvement in the Leicestershire Archaeological
and Local History Society, and in the moves to re-establish the Victoria County History of Leicestershire.
Further afield staff of the Centre are active in a variety of bodies and societies such as the British
Agricultural History Society, Midland History, and the Society for Landscape Studies. We invite speakers
from outside Leicester to our seminars — recently we enjoyed talks from Pat Hudson and Sir Tony
Wrigley — and we return the favour by giving papers at conferences and in seminar series. The Friends
also bring in a distinguished visiting speaker each year for the Hoskins lecture. The journal Rural History
which is edited by Keith Snell together with Liz Bellamy and Tom Williamson of the University of East
Anglia ensures that the Centre is known as a focus for that subject among the many authors who write for

it, and subscribers throughout this country and overseas.

We can show our appreciation of the contribution to the subject made by great figures outside
Leicester by recommending that the University award them honorary degrees. During the period covered
by this bibliography these have been Maurice Beresford and Margaret Gelling. The younger generation of

local historians all over the country and overseas are also attracted to submit entries to the John Nichols
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prize. Successful candidates in recent years have included scholars from Cambridge, Durham,

Hertfordshire, Oxford and Sussex, as well as our own outstanding students.

Research grant applications are more likely to succeed if they include some collaborative
element, and the most recent success came from Keith Snell’s joint project on burial with the University
of York. The Whittlewood project brought us into contact with the Name Studies specialists at
Nottingham, and Richard Jones is developing a collaboration with them. It was once possible to publish
our Occasional Papers with the Leicester University Press, but that organisation is now defunct, and our
new publishing venture, ‘Explorations in Local and Regional History’, was established by Harold Fox in
conjunction with Professor Nigel Goose at the University of Hertfordshire, and the books are produced by

that university’s press.

A new development in recent years, which is reflected in this bibliography, has been the
organisation of conferences. Before 1998, Harold Fox devised a conference on seasonal settlement for the
Medieval Settlement Research Group, and day conferences on settlement themes have continued
regularly in collaboration with that Group. These have developed into workshops held as part of two
successive grants from the AHRC, on ‘perceptions of landscapes and settlements’ and Anglo-Saxon

settlements.

Conferences have also formed part of the Friends’ programme of events, including colloquia with
a mixed content, and day conferences devoted to themes such as markets and travel, and the Friends also
hosted a day gathering to honour the memory of Harold Fox. The staff of the Centre have also devised
day conferences, on the self-contained village, the battle of Naseby, and deserted villages revisited, all of
which have attracted a numerous attendance. A much larger event was the conference on landscape
history organised together with the archaeologists in 2005, from which three volumes of papers have been
published. As a result of these occasions dozens of speakers and many hundreds of delegates have come

to Leicester and have appreciated our activities and facilities.

The staff of the Centre continue to have many overseas contacts, giving papers at conferences,
and developing long term joint ventures, such as the volumes on agrarian history being produced on a
cooperative basis across northern Europe under the sponsorship of the CORN group, or the network of
scholars working on church dedications co-ordinated by Graham Jones. We have welcomed a succession
of visitors from overseas, including honorary visiting fellows from Japan and Spain. We must expect to

build connections of a more enduring kind.

This bibliography prepared by members of the Friends and published by them records the more
permanent results of the scholarly work of the Centre’s staff and students between 1998 and 2008. They
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include publications of the Friends, the Friends’ papers, and the first of the new Explorations series, but
the great majority have appeared in journals or on the lists of publishers throughout Britain and abroad.
There are hundreds of items, and this introduction cannot refer to all of them, but instead will pick out

some themes.

Looking back to the bibliography which covered the period from 1948 to 1998, we can make
some comparisons. First of all one might remark on the remarkable increase in productivity, which would
please our academic administrators with their belief that they can assess our worth by our ‘outputs’. The
Department’s staff and students managed to publish at a rate of about 60 items per year in the first fifty
years, but in the next ten years the figure has almost doubled to 110.

There are some shifts in the subject matter of the publications listed here, which may be
significant pointers to changes in the subject, or at least our approach to it. We have written less about our
own discipline, covering such themes as methodology and historiography. This is partly because we are
more confident in our subject, and do not feel the need to agonise over ‘why local history?’ or ‘whither
local history?’. Local History is no longer seen as a strange anomaly that must be justified. There is still
some disdain among other historians for what they see as a small-minded and parochial specialism, but
there is also some encroachment from many cultural and social historians who use local examples in their
work, but without always understanding how to deal with the localities about which they write: ‘we are all

local historians now’ is both a compliment to our subject, but also may undervalue our expertise.

The reduction in writing about Local History as a discipline also reflects a tendency for us to
pursue our own interests within the subject, rather than attempting to review it as whole, which is echoing
a general mood in universities. Academics have lost faith in large explanatory models — ‘grand narratives’
or ‘big pictures’ — and are prone to avoid large generalisations or surveys of whole themes or periods.
That does not mean that there is no longer a ‘Leicester approach’, because the books and articles show
that we still practice a “universal’ local history, in the sense that we do not cling to one county or region,
but range over a large area, and learn from the comparisons that can be made across space and time.

There is also a good deal of publication that depends on combining more than one discipline.

Another reflection of a general trend in the historical world is the increase in the number of
publications which are grouped here under the heading of ‘culture’, though to some extent the more
abundant publications on religion, which forms an important part of this category, reflect the output of
Graham Jones and Hubertus Drobner, a professor of theology at Paderborn who decided to broaden his

already broad mind by taking our MA by ISS.
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A tendency which would not be reflected in the bibliography of a conventional history
department is demonstrated by the section of the bibliography devoted to ‘landscape’, and the proportion
of publication listed there has almost doubled since 1998, from a tenth to almost a fifth. Our commitment
to the study of landscape partly reflects an interdisciplinary approach, because there is no doubt that a
subject that was invented by historians, and in particular by Hoskins, is now practised mainly by

archaeologists.

Both before and after 1998 the most substantial proportion of the bibliography is taken up by
works on ‘society and economy’, and one is struck by the breadth and range of the subjects which have
been explored in publications under that apparently straightforward heading. Picked at random there are
articles and dissertations about lunatics, taxation, bricks, apprenticeship, railways, hosiery, women
agricultural workers, hops, parsons, drainage, lords lieutenant, and duels.

Many readers of this bibliography will be impressed by the number and variety of authors whose
works are recorded in it. Although the present and former staff of the Centre, together with our Honorary
Visiting Research Fellows have published a good deal, the bulk of the writings listed here come from the
students, initially in the form of their theses, but also in their subsequent articles and books. It would be
wrong to pick out named individuals, but it is impressive to see the works of some of the leading local
historians in the country, formerly based in Cambridge, Oxford, Sheffield and Shropshire. The staff of the
Victoria County History includes a considerable number of students and associates of the Centre. It is
good to see the names and works of former students who have not become full-time academics or VCH
editors who have nonetheless found time and energy in their busy lives to research and publish on local
history themes. The Centre has had a great impact through the people it has trained and influenced, both

in the historical profession, and in the much larger local history community.

Christopher C. Dyer
June 2009
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PART II

Introduction to the Bibliography

In January 1999 Charles Phythian-Adams asked me to join the pre-established editorial team for
the Golden Jubilee work, English Local History: The Leicester Approach. A Departmental Bibliography
and History 1948-1998. | then spent five months of sporadic but often concentrated work alongside Ken
Hawker and John Rowley before heaving a sigh of relief five months later when | finally delivered the
compilation of over 3,000 entries to the printers. When in late 2007 | agreed to take on the job of editing
this 10-year supplement to that publication I assumed that the task would be somewhat simpler, shorter
and quicker. Such has not proved to be the case and it has taken well over a year to obtain, compile and
publish this list of some 1,100 items. There are several reasons for this. Not only had | underestimated the
amount of work that had already been done by Ken and John in assembling and inputting the raw material
of the earlier bibliography, but more particularly, I had lost sight of the meticulous and dedicated work of
Margery Tranter (joint compiler with Alan Everitt of the first bibliography English Local History at
Leicester 1948-78) in keeping and continuously up-dating a card file of publications by staff and students
over the twenty years up to 1998. No such record existed in 2007 and although a direct appeal to Friends
for details of their publications brought in a good response it was by no means complete. This significant
deficiency meant that much research had to be done, in the main by Pam Fisher with help from Alan Fox,
Frank Galbraith and Freda Raphael, in order to elicit details of publications by our alumni which would
otherwise have gone unrecorded. This, together with the task of two-finger inputting has meant that
almost 18 months have passed from start to finish of this project. Except of course that it is never finished

and we expect, and indeed will welcome, notification of errors in, and omissions from, this listing.

From the start it was envisaged that this supplementary Bibliography would be published in
electronic form only. While the Jubilee collection of 50 years of publications remains an important and
extremely useful record it is only available in hard copy and as such (apart from being relatively
expensive to produce) has not been widely available to the academic community and local historians at
large. In spite of this intention the format of the Bibliography remains essentially the same as the two
earlier works. However, the following additions to the subject headings, which reflect changes in the

interests and output of staff and students of the Centre, have been made:

Under Section Il LANDSCAPE AND BUILDINGS, sub-sections B Place-names, and E
Archaeology have been added. Under Section V CULTURE, sub-section E photography has been
added to Representations in print, song, picture. Finally a new Section VII OBITUARIES AND
BIOGRAPHIES has been introduced.
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There have also been some small changes from the conventions used in the earlier bibliographies,
the chief of these being that place of publication and name of publisher are no longer included. This
makes for a less cluttered entry and experience shows that internet searches for items are not
compromised by these omissions. The intention to publish electronically as a PDF file also means that the
need for an index is obviated as the search facility for author, place or subject matter provides an easy to

use alternative.

Finally I gratefully acknowledge the support and advice | have received from Pam Fisher who, as
Chairman of the Friends has not only steered this project but has also spent much time trawling sources
for details of publications by those no longer in touch with the Centre or Friends. Thanks also to Alan Fox
for his support and guidance throughout the process.

Mike Thompson
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