Friends of the Centre for English Local History

NEWSLETTER

UNIVERSITY OF LEICESTER  NUMBER 19 OCTOBER 2006




REGISTERED CHARITY NO, 1073528

The cover photograph shows a pew end in St Nonna's church, Altamun, Cornwall. This is one of a scrics of
79 sixteenth-centary pew ends im the church  The photograph comes from the Astenborough coliection
belongany 1o the Centre %
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organisod visits and stody touns o towns in

and be last visiiod the Centre in 2004, Harold and
I went 1o his memorial mecting i Jaly o Leeds
which revealed his wide mage of imterests outside
scademic hfe. mckading bis reguler Tharuboy
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which were thought to be deserving of expansion
and sapport. Hissory was selected 10 reoeive oo
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will hegin e 2007-% We are delightod by this
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m We obliged. but have fet 1o hear 4
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8¢ univenity decided to | A wubstioute, and
= the spring we were 10 advertise for a
lecturer i landscape history, F!n-lhellkund
fiokd, four candidates were selected for inserview,
all of whom coeld have bosn sppoinied, and
Richard Jooss was chosen.  He will be with =
from July | for a year. He is of course 3 famsiliar
figure from his years on the Whittlewood project.
and it Is & grest plessare 10 bring him baclke afler
his year 3t Candsff Univenity, His veisw are full
,ol'mbbndmwthcfnmmorm
Centre's seaft' will fail by more than 10 years.

New faces also could be seen teaching the
MA course, as we were {fortunate, in Keith Spell's

Sylvia Pinches, Leigh

We havo always wanted %o revive the
series of Occasional Papers. This was a series of
hooks which wed an outlet for the work of
scholaes in Centre, and for dimtingusshed
outsiders, winners of the Nichols prize.
Harold Fox made a deternused cffon 10 find &

2004) and a book about Cambridgeshire fleids by
Susan Ousthutzss will appear in the carly sutumsn.
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The “Explotations’ provide another
oppartanity (o mise our public profile. We make
efforts to bring our existence 10 the public, asd
sspecially 1o potential MA stodents.  An anicle
bas appeared in the Leiceater University alumes
magazine, which coengys the antorest of our
course to thousands of former Leicesier students,
and readers may have noticed advertisensents in
mtional and local outlets which show that we are
Vepping up our campaign (o Mtract stadent

The fit phase of the Whittlewood
Project ended in the ssmmer of 2005, bat Rickand
Jones returned with a group of Can&iff students o
cootinse  the  excavation of the  manorial
outbaildings at Wicken, Time Team osde 2
peogramme there, whikh will be shown neat
spring, with spectaculur resalts in their excavation
of the long Ridden pasiah church of Wik Hamon,
The book of the Whitthewood Project, Medivwa!
Vithages in an Emplich Landvcape, will sppear
towards tho end of 2006

We nelcomed 8 successson of yisnomn
through the year, Im Jaouary Lady Greton, the
Loed Licutenant, and Squice Delisle came 1o
discuss the revival of the Leicestenshire VOH, ad
we followed  this up a few weeks later when the
Chairman of Leicestenshire County Council came
10 the Cemre. The occasions wemt well, but
progress  towands our  eventual goal s
painfully slow, In May, Pausd and Chnstine
Hatlon came to sce both the Centre and the

University Library, They are the grandchnldren of
Tomny Hattom, a busingss man whose Hatton
Collection bedped the University W establish a
libewry m its carly days, and which provide us
with 4 fange of county hisories and other rare
books. Paul is a hisory gradistic who lives
focally, and we bope i see more of him in Ihe
future

To ¢ 00 & note about my own activities,
| four that | am being draws excestively im0 more
adminiserative activitios that ey iably come the
way of academics who have served foe mamy
years. | am much jmolved in the School of
Histotical Sosdies with prepamtons  for the
Rescarch Awsessment Exercase. which everyone
agrees wes so much saff tme tha Gy are
peevenaed from doing the research which i being
meamred and assessed. Oubade Leicowies, kaving
been a Fellow of e Brtish Academy for moee
than fen years, | am pow o6 the Council of that
body, and am cusvently chainng a working perty
cxamining i@ wructures.  More relevant W0 the
Centze, | am chair of the Academy’s Rocoeds of
Social amd Feowcmic Hisory committes, which
roeruits  odmors  for  publishing  documments.
Notable yolunses in the past have been Ralph
Sosselin's diary, the poll taxes of 1377, 1379 aed
1381, and Essex pouper lemiens.  Anyvac with
jdeas  sbowl  prospective cdmors o suitabic
documents i mvited 10 jet me know
Chris Dyer

Lady Greton with membery of the Centres saaff
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their use over ime.

of the farmers snd merchams and the livelibood The cause of the change was mainfy the
of e wmall producers could be destroyed by the rise of the middle class during that time.  The

of chimme. The Kent trade was i the most  importamt  developments  were  the
hands of those whoen Fisher dismissed as ‘smalicr rephacement of the great hall with a number-of
men’. Of these 481 merchants, there were six sonaller rooms, the mmoduction of A secomnd
majoc famibicw, five of which were opeeating from sarey, Insroduction of fire places, replacement of
the Faverstum sector.  Town corpomtiond were thasch by tiles, all of whoch reflect the rising
dominated by mercantile imtorosts. saodards  of living that ook  place

In times of shundant harvests the peice of Rebailding and refusbnhment has always
grain fell and there was Jows demand from London been an import featwre in emuring  that
dealers o the peoducing farmess suffered from huildings survive boyood 4 fairly sbon tme spa
severe shortage of (scome and wore often left Dr Broad suggested that sbosa 25 percent of the
with rotning produce. o times of shoctage and buildings in existence 3t the bepaning of the
high prices, the merchants would seadd a3 ovach as seventoenth century ase still se=ding

;
E

overseas, leaving the poor ure. almost wighout )
regularly altered and

;
i
t

of Kent without the means of sustenance. To been repaired.
combat this, some local justices brought = needed 1o be of certain dimensions | they were
constraings whercby 2 quarern of low priced have # secoad floor added, 8 point lustrated by
wheat was set =side for Jocal distnbetion out of the foct that only cruck fmmes over a certain sze
every score sent to London. could necept 3 second flooe

This patcrnalism Jed 10 tension between Dr Brood is particularly interested in

relief. Privy Couvecil restmiots om o export of the spaces crested.  In addition, 10 what extent
gmin in umes of dearth were lified i February were wonkn involved in the way buildings were
1595, The only natural allies of the county benck destgned? Theso arc subjects oo which we bave
werp the poor themaelves and it is likely that the relatively lide  information. It has been

seventeenth He ackoaowiedged the early fem find land om the odge of villages
writimgs of W.G. Hoskins and RH. Tawney oo which they could bald.

the great rebuilding of the seventeenth censury. In About this time, there is ovidence that
the mid-twentieth century oely Joeal  and incressing amounts of land came under the

improved cxisting buldings fo suit modem  was tmare fikely 1 invest i his building if be had
conditions and be Wustrmed this posmt with 2 security of teoure.
b in Buckinghamahire that searted us & private A lively discussion followed the talk




geograpby
of ninctoenih-centary clestsons”.  The democratic
sysioms at origimated in Britain and France have
served @ models on which all other countries
Bave bascd later models, sod againat which sll can
be measured.

small ¢lite 1o universal male franchise, from pre-
1850 Liberal domination to the rise of the Lubour
party. Using 3 sumber of maps and graphs, he
illestrated the steongths and  weaknesses  of
political pasties and how relative  strengshs
changed over time. Most potable was the strength
of the Conservative party in the south cam region,
that was almost matched by its sbscoce in Wales.
The stremph of the parties I lecal arcas often
the relipsous  allegiances of  the

was no stae coorol.  The election of 1850 was
the most cxpemsive ever, involving conssdeeable
amounty of bribery. Such misuse of privilege and
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amount that could be spent by the candidates, so
Rarge sunis were spest on hastings sad the buying
of yotes. A candidase in StafTord was said 10 bave
spent £10,000 10 ensure clection in 1826, Dirty
uicks were sonmal asd dosble voting was oot
vossgal. Bat why should anyooe want to spend a
large sum of money 1o obtain a position that paid
finde and had po patronage? Most corosers
enmed less than £100 a year,

Pam suggested the answer woald seem 10
lie in the potcatial that the position offered to the
bolder.  As naticeal politics evalved and more
people became frocholders, coroner’s eloctions
were & means for anyone imercsied in cossesting
a future national chection 10 get themaelves known
in the area. The sacocmfial candidate was able 10
<clebrate his clection wish large

]
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Centre publications 2005

Seafl

C. Dyer

An Age of Tramition? Economy and Sockety in
England i the Laver Middle Ages,

X+ 293 pp. (Oxtord Usdversicy Press, 2005)
odserd, with Kate Gales, Town s Country i the
Mddle  Ages.  Comtnurs,  Comtacts  and
Cooveunicarions, | J00-150, 330 pp. (Maoey,
m?m Archacology Mosograph,

Chaprars i books:

‘Introduction’ (with K. Giles) aod ‘Conclasion.
Making sense of 1own and counstry’, in Toww and
Coontry im the Middle Ages. od K. Giles and C,
Dyer (Loods, 2005), pp. 1% and 31321,

"Bishop Walfstan and his estates”, in 5¢ Wiifatm
and s World, ed IS, Barrow and N.P. Brooks
(Aldershot, 2005}, pp. 13740,

"The peasant land market in medicval England’,
20d ‘Seigniorial profits o the land market in
modioval England’, in L Feller and C Wickham
(eds), Le Mavchd de la Terre an Minen dge
(Callection de I'Ecole Frangaise de Rome, no.
350, 2005), pp. 65-76 and 21936

‘Villemns, bondmen, seafs sod serfs: sew serfdom
in England, ¢, 1200-1600°, in Formw of Servitmie
i Northern and Cemral Eurgpe,  Decline,

Revisarce and ol P. Freedman und
M. Bourin (Brapols, 2005), pp. 419-35,
Asuicies i journale b
'Rodocy  Moward  Hilon,  1916-2002°,

Procecdings of the Brithiy Academy, 130 (2005},
pp.S371

&l-cﬁ'unmitm:hnhw
century’, Trmsactions of e Worcestershine

Archoeniogionl Society, 3 s, 19 (2004), pp.
13340,

*University of Lekester. Centre for Eaglish Local
Histoey', Local Papwiation Sewdies, no. 74 {Spring
2005), pp. 97-9.

10

m  Femocular  Archirecture, 36

Culrwre. lbno.l(anbw .005).

Papers presented at
conferences, seminars etc.

gk

‘Kincton, a mabeval wwn™  Kinetoo Histoey
Giroup (Scpt. 2005}

* The Whimtlewood project: landscape aod setrle-
ment i the middle apes’, Leicomenbine Arch-
scological and Hissarical Society (Oct. 2005).



'Vnr-mh tuildengy

“How our secestons sarvived before the poor law’,
Federntion of Fumily History Secictiow | ‘Putting
esh on the bones. A study of the commoa man’,
Usiversity of Northampton (September, 2006).

HS. Fox

“The fishing villages of Devorn, with sidelights on
Comwall’. Tratalgsr Day lecture, Comwall

John Nichols Prize

The John Nichols Frize b8 awarded aonually. The
value of the prize is £100. Essayy, not exceeding
20,000 words, mes be sobmitted by "
December. For funder  information  please
contact: John Nichols Prize, Contre for English
Local History, Unsvensity of Leicesser, Marc Fich
Hisorical Instisute, 5 Sallsbery Road, Leicester,
LEI TQR.

This year the Prize has boen wom by
Professor Nigel Goose of the Centre for Regional
and Local History, Universty of Hertfordshire,
for a paper oa ‘Poverty and Chanty &
Codchester’.
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sttract fichens, mosses and forns 10 wecll 1 & way
which fits pleavingly to the mther ausicre
wirrounding landscape

Al the cod of the week, our second day on
Dartmoor was undet the wing of Dr Tom Greeves
for whom the moor is a spocial area of rescarch.
We walked with him so sites of tin miming and »
tin mill cast of the stansary wen of Tevistock
In cootrast with carfice i the week, the weather
was damp, and a chilly mist hung over the
landscape. 1t romimded us that getting tin roquired
pen and woenen to be fough. - People worked up
here in all weathers, shovelling up the alluvial tin-
ote deposits and wasking away the lighter soils
wing 4 divened stream.  Owver perhagn five
hundred years, every bit of alluval ore has bevo
dug swauy leaving the stream bed now a wide,
doep scar across the moor The mall (see photo)

was probably in use from ¢.1500, or carlier, wntil
e 1700, Stmnge 1o imagine that where now
bemher and grasses grow was once a place of fire,
of crushing hamumeny, of none, smoke and
pollused air, curth aml water.

This account & only a fractics of what we
saw and & s Devon, 1 haven't even mentioeed
Exeter, with s two thoussad years of history; sor
Harold's Soaghts co lus painstaking rescarches
im0 e evolutioe of coastal fishing settiements
I chosing 1'm rensinded that an army marches on
ity stomach and that without the tesen of cheerful
and helpful cooks amd wssistanty &t Fxeter
University we coulda't have kept up our strength,
They served us good and imagisative meals daily,
Altogether  Devon was a2 most - enjoyable

CXPenIence.
Freda Raphacl

Dr Tom Greeves with some of the group cxamining the remmins of 1 Dartmoot tins mill at Merrivale, oear
Tavistock. 1t is believed that this site was last in use £.1700



the course beginning os | April, They came from

Visginds, Germany, Wales, Shropshiee, Loadon,

grounds were a5 dverse as thesr places of angin.
professbonal

October, After that they will embark on a 35,000
wond dissertation, ko b compietod by March 2008
(part-timers) o by March 2007 (fisll-timers ).

our first expenence of such an event. A great deal
of was  lovolved,  includieg

production of 4 specsal version of the Handbook.
We were belped as ¢ver by the Friends, who
provided 2 meal oo the fing day n the commos
room.  We were ot wssisted by the extrome
conditions in the semminar roam on the hottest days
of the year, and the scommodation we booked
fur five of the ssadents was 000 a4 comfontable 35
we expected.  Neoethelom, a good spirit pre-
vailed, and the sudents reacted positively to the

14

reprinted from the €ericulmral
vol. 34, Pazt | 2006, pp. 162-3.

The chapters of this book formed the basis of the
Fosd lectures deliverad by Chrstopber Dyer in the
University of Oxford i Hilary Term 2001
Unbeknown 10 the audicnce at ihe (e, secticns
of the chapters were beisg condensod into ketures
&t the point of delivery: a mark of Dycr's skills aa
an author and locturer, and testisony %0 4 cool

ages. The modicvalist will be stimulased by the
novel mierpestation of the secial forces for
uumm«num@ua

that decisions were made by a powerful elite and
change was direcied from above,

The book is firmly usderpinned by
fesearch im0 & divene  mange of different
manuscript sources from owver (histy archives,
printed sources, and a wealth of case studies snd
mooographs.  The emphasia i oo sasces that
relate to the lower sectony of society, providing s

:
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Why 20 fow? Rebwilding Country Chrches in
Herefordshive, 16621762

By Derryan Poul

The following is reprimted from the Amciess
Muomumens Sockery Newsletter (Wisaer 2005°6)

When  churches were rebailt in
Herefordshure in the cighteonth century magic
could result.  Think of Shobdon and Sioke Edith.
Dr Paul stodies these projects in authorative detad!
but then goes om to ask why those cxampios wers
not followed eliewhere, And the book hrings
home incrcaningly the understanding that some
cighteenth buildings, where they 100k place, were
not ostentationly Classacal but rather copies of
what came down, much morz medicvaliziag m
spirit.  She bas found subwtaenial redwildiag in &
number of churehes o wif-eflacing that Pevaner
did not recond the toconstuction.  This s tree of
Allensmoee, Beobury, Cance Frome, Hope-undés-
Dinmoes, Manum Suseett, St Weonards and
Titey.

A Georglan country Pamson.  The Rev. Jobw
Maxtire of Nawehy.

By Christine Vialls and Kay Colline
{Noethamptoahire Recved Society, 2008), sy +
193pp. £9.50.

The following roview by RJ. MooeeColyer,
University of Wales, Aberystwyth, i reprioted
from The Agricwimnal History Review, vol $3,
Part 2, 2005.

This volume represents 2 continuation of the
fition of scholart =
by the NonBamprombire Rocord Seciety and

life and work of the distinguisbed bocal historian
Victor Hatdey, I e thind-person
mamoirs of the Reyv. Jobn Mastin (1747-1529),
prmted from & manoscnge rocently . deposised in
the Northamproashire

ire Recoed Office, along with a
‘republication: of the first edition of Mastin's well-
known of Naoehy which first saw the light

Hissory
of day in 1792, The cditors have contributed a
Bejef miroduction and miclligent footnotes, while
Glenn Foard offers an assessment of the yalue of
Mastin's /istory to owr currenl usderstanding of

e pivosal Banile of Nasehy,
Unlike most ei clereal
memorialists, Mastin was the sott of

a grazier who entered the peicsthood at the age of
30 afler working in varioms counties s 3
secrotary'servant, valuer, land-apent snd farmer.

t6

the Mastins and his wife
(stoically, no doubt) bad bome him seven children
before her buthday. Ordained in
1777, Mastin became vicar of Naseby in 1783,
Beld » pusnber of other cucscies aed contimaed 1o
enjoy income from both his own small

F

&
g
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typical of 3 man WO stingy 0 stump up two
guincas annually following ks election to the
socicty of Astiquanes that he should note sniffily
after the village pany that ‘surcly was never
moeey spent moee imprudently than such large
s wore o pomp, show and  extravagant
vanity'.

Read aloagside the Hisnwy of Naseby
with s evocution of the Jocal landwcape,
agricultural practces  and  custoens,  Mastan's
memoirs yepresent a ineful addition 10 the corpas
of comemporary  descnptioen  of  cightecnth-
century  tural  England. The memoin,
oceasionally amusing and always informative,
cembrace both local and natiomal politics, the
contemporary land market and s fimocing,
faming, mcing, tampiking, and, in particular, the
complexities of clerical plunlism, The History, il
by now of periphenl value w students of the Civil
Wars, is replete with desatled descriptions of the
landscape over which the Battle of Nascby ssell
was fought. [t also offers comments oo the state

of the raml economy in Mastin's tizne, otably the
problems of inflation and the advance i poor
rates arising from the dechne in cottage-tased
weaving Although 2 stuedy peomeser of
enclosure against the oppoaition of locals “Blind 10
their own inforests” Mastin makes the interssting
observation thal poot rates s the 15205 were
increasing both in parishes in (be process of
encloswre and those remaining in open field
Rarely judgemental and sbways w the point,
Mastin's writiegs are characterined by the sent of
common sense and cye for detasl which ooly &
sound practical groanding i matiers of the land
allows. He bas been well-served by his oditons
who have resisted any temptation to mxdernise
e text of The History and have confined their
editing of the memoirs o the addition of
parsgraph breaks and sub-headings along with
apposite and well-constracted footmotes. 1 this is
a taster for the Hatley Memomal seres theee is
every reason to Jook forwand to fanure volumes

MA course field trip 10 Sudbury, Derbyabire ~ May 13 2006
Giroup outside Sudbary church,
Phow by Keith Soell




Seminar Programme 2006-7

All senenary are held on Thundays st 2.15pm i the Seminar Room of No § Salisbury Road. Plesse phone
0116-252-2762 to reserve a place. You are invited (o tea in the Common Room afterwanis

2006
Thurs 5 October

Thurs19 October

Thars 2 Nevember

Thurs 16 November

David Hey (University of Sheffield)
*The landscape hisaory of the grouse moors of the Peak Distracs’,

Craig Taylor (The Guardian)
"Oral history fcldwork, sspecially # an El‘.hhh village | approaches and tips”.

Angela McShane-Joses (Oxford Brookes Unsversity )
Tolitical and matenial cultures of drinking i the West Country ',

Humphrey Southall (Univenuty of Portseouth)
‘Computerising the districts and parishes of  Britin, 1801-2001: whet goes on
inside *Visioo of Brinis',

‘l\m).\umnbrr Naomi Sykes (University of Nottingham )

2007

Thurs I8 Josuary

Thurs | February

Thurs 15 Februaey

Thurs | March

Thurs 15 March

‘Hunting aod poaching s e medieval landscape: the evidence from amimal booss',

Nick Higham (University of Manchester)
*Separating out the kKingdoms of pre-Viking England: the search for Nocthumbria's
southern frottier”.

1as Waltes (University of Lisxols)
“Streiched far away in every direction”: antistic depictions of opes fields and
commees, ¢} 730-1850° N

Judith Spicksley (University of Cambridge)
*The molddmyoflndddy hdy‘ Joyce Jeffreys, celibecy and mooey-
lending in seventecath-century Heref)

‘Angie Negrine (University of Leicester)

'Practitioners und paupers ©  Leicester’s Poor Law medical services, 18671930

Adam Longeroft (University of Fast Anglis)
“The New Buckenham Project, Norfolk: new light on wban housing”.



Recently Completed Thesis

Celia Cordle
‘Hop Cultivation snd Markcting: Wealden Kem
and Southwark, 1744-2000".

This  thesis endeayvoured 10 expand

fiall & plcture as posadble.
Land serocture, carly settiomest  and
of ities affected  the early
location and build-up of bop cultivation and

an well as Jocul detail,

!-gl

with charches that have promisent spires, which,
particularly o the went of the county, mamly

discover the extent 0 which villages and (heir
churches had declimed.

Recorded material was studied, where
posssble from oefginal sources, and much use was
made of maps, both ancient and
Particular emophasts was placed on vesits 0 =il
exiaat charches and other dentifiod religious aites
within the coumty.

Sybil Carter
‘Lexcestershine Mercers |

i

lgﬁigi
5,??% 2
i
it

thH FHL
it
HHE
s *E g 2 §
i Eag%ggii
g Eiggiglg
i rit?iggi




R

Antheny Haseddine
‘Milling:  Bydropower 0 Domesday
Lincolnshirs ligs i a0 iselated position o
the emt of the midland shires, yot in the
mhmmmyw
one of the Mghest in e country, Devon, 2
of wmmulsr sze posilion  on

-mbwuﬁxl’owwﬁwymmm
and tobaceo plantations in ceder 10 reach the New
Warld. Who were these people” What motivated

from Devon wio left from Bostol, destined for
vwmmmmlmuum

provided additional details about the socsal angins
of twenty of these enmgrants. The remainder were
not bom where they ultenasely resided and thesr
googruphical mobelity made thetn dilficult wo track
im extant sources. The twemty included children,
orplaas, 8 widower (0r abandoner), aed Twelve
clibest sons.

Many tmditiosal reasons expliming why
English people emigmicd in the 16305 do not
apply Jocally 0 Devon's  isdenturod

HitH
il
Jid it

i
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und recoed books at the abbey archives, published
comenunications 10 the inhabitams of Whirwick,
und articles from local newsgapers, The Catholie
gentry played an important role = the Catholbic
Revival in Leicestiershire, and the esublishment
of the fire Cowercisn n e county
since the dissolation of Gerendon Abbey im 1536
alded this peocess.  Following its successful
foendation, (he monks of Mount Saint Bernand
provided corporal and spiritsal support % the
local community, They acted as missicoers in the

2

wepporied by evidence which reveals a high lovel
of chancel restoration st rebaskling foe this

gowth and ecopomics  did
hwnncmm aumw

where was the mam foom of
atd where had increased
benulllﬂulllﬂ The data on

nooconfoemity

mwmmcmm
high spending on church restorsbon and
foriner.  Contemporary
. however, that the distinction in
1erm between the two foems
of parish was m fact not m defined as one might

]

Kim Taylor-Moore

My-nwumdmm
towen up % about 1540 o determine the real




The study coocludes that Buckingbam
mever had the annbutes to become as sucsessful a

depression i Aylesbury smd it is coocluded that it
was differing eeoovenic crcumstances that led 1o
the apparcnt loss of status becoming the focus for
the discontenm of the people of Backiagham.

o o A

News of former students

Dr Andrew Jackson, carrently a Teacking Fellow
in the Schoot of Education and Lifclong Learning,
Untversity of Excter, has become the Hon, Editor
of The Devon Historian, the jounal of the Devoo
Hastoey Society. He welcomes the sebmission of
sppropriale articies, sod can be contacted at

AF M Jacksonidexcter ac uk.
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historians, and by histocians of landscape sod of
polizical cvents. At the moment it ks freely
available for asyvee %0 consalt, bat i it is sold %0
America an important past of our caliural hentage
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SELF-CONTAINED
VILLAGE?

11581900

Price of each volume £14.99
Volumes may orderod direct from Hertfordshire Pross
at the special pnce of £12,00 each + p&kp
Order from Tedi 01707-284654 or c-mail: yhipressithers s uk
When otdering direct please refer to this Newsletter




EVENTS SPONSORED BY THE FRIENDS
Diary Dates

Saturday 1516 November 2006

CGlusded tour of Victoria Park, Loodon Road and
New Walk, Lejcesser. Meet at Mare Fitch House,
5 Salisbury Road 9.30am for 10.00usn start,
endimg at 1230pm.  For thove who are
imeresied a visit 00 St Bartholemew’s Chuech,
Fostom, bas beee amanged for the  afternoon.

Oxford, during April 2007. Details to fotlow.
Hoskins Day Lecture 2007,

Details kave still o be fimalssed and members will
be advised as soon 25 available.

Ed Friemds of the Comre of English Local
Hissry Newsletter (2005), 46 pp.

Office
Cownties, 17511458, £6.00 + pkp,

No. 10, Derryan Pad, Why 3o Fow?

Cownry Churches in Herefordshire, 1662-1762
£6.00 + p&p.

“Nine Days that Shook Mansfield"

‘It was 2 blanng hot day”. Given the weather we
have had this summer, Bat might sound Sasiliar,
but this was Sundsy 2% May, 1926 sad the scone
was & packed May Day demonsiration m
Mansfickd, Foclings wete runsing high as the
miners were facing the twin threat of a reduction
in wages and an extension o their working boars.
Two davs later the goneral strike was underway, It
was a tense and crucial period m the history of
this Nomnghamature miming town.




sccepted  without comement, There were po

maticrs arising from (he Minuses.

The Chairman, Pam Fisher, reported that
membership had remained steady with 132 siagle
sd 5S4 » The number of

year, by Dearyan Paul, Why 5o Few? Rebutiding
Country Churches in Herefordshire, 1662.1762.
Copies sre svatlable at £6 plus p&p.

The Friends have continued to provide
fimancial suppore, both for the studemts of the
Centre and for the Contre itself. Stademt support
wus at a similar level to the previous year, with
£2343 awarded. We also supplied £200 initial

The treasurer reported & successfil year,
with income at £5,04%.57 compared to £3.268.12
the previous year, while had fallen %
£3,170.20, This left & peofit of £1,879.37 for the
year compared with a Joss of £872. 75 last time.
Funds beld are waluod at £2292493. The

debit. She tanked Mandy for her efforts i op oo foribenextyesr
maintalning tho records. Sccretary : Frank Galbraith

A number of events were heid during the 1 ', Al
year, includiog 2 study weekend in King's Lynn m'_" % David Holmes
sad & day visit 10 Bakewell Dr Tom Williamson M Mandy deBelin

The Newsletser, published in time for the m"""'-,": Anae! mm'
start of the pew acadomic yoar, was a bumper Freda Raphael
issuc as it ncluded 3 lengthy on the Staff Keith Soell
Landseape Coaference, beld in July, w0 celcbrate w"”'”w": Noel Tornbohm.
the $0* anmiversary of the publication of Hoskins' Paul Oliver
The Making of the English Lamdicape. The
Fricods have also published oo new book this

ACCOUNTS
For year ending 30™ Sept. 2005

INCOME i EXPENDITURE
Subscriptions £1,370.00 Expenses £ 2159%
Dosations £ 26470 Student support £2.343 80
Book sales £ £30.60 Grants Nil
Publications £ 617.23 Hoskins lecture £ 18245
Dividends/Interess £ 63941 Newsletter £ 37238
Events £ 92004 Misceilancous i 5200
Indand revense £ 207.59
Geant refund £.20000
TOTAL £5049.57 £3,170.20
Profit oo the yoar £1.57937
ASSETS
Balance at CAF Gold & Nat Westa'c £ 792493

£1500000
2292493
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Bakewell has been mfluenced by its gevlogy. The
hs:umhu&lhelivetw;ehlwﬂtdm

i

s
¥
:

Bakewe!l cane under Dane law im the
century and in 924AD was incorporated as a
the last to be crested. Jan explained that he
spent much time tryieg 1o establish where the

£1§ 1

w

posation in the centre of the country, being where
the spheres of imfhaetco of Noese, Dane and
Saxom converged.  Roman roads pass by as do
obder trackways.

Sace the  cighteooth  conwry  the
coomonue and caltural life of the town has been
dominated by the two majoe landowners in the
area, The Dukes of Devessshire at Chatswoeth and
the Dukes of Rutland of Haddon Hall.

Having set the scene for the day, the fint
visit was 10 the church  Coostraction of All

church also felt e hand of Victorian improvers
in 1530 and again betwoen 1541 and 1852 It was
during the second bout of restoration that a
musnber of Angio-Savoe sepulchral remains were
found under the flcor. There are 57 scpamte
remnants that foem the largest collection of Saxon

Apant from the remains in the porch, there
are two Savom crosses in the churchivard, The
main stracture, eight feet high, near the
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w«mdxwidphmuhmdmmm
busilding and cresting such good muscunt.

After an escellent lunch, which
thﬂmﬁdmplnk\!mmawdm
wwn Mmmmuywonctc\mdhinu,hc
featurcs. The fird was
Bath House, which as the name infces, was the
wmndmconhcwwnbaﬂuwhm anemply were
made %0 nam Bakewell into a s sown. Al the
bagloning of ke pisctocnth comtury, the housc
was owned by White Watsoa, perhagn Bakewell's
oot illustrions citizen.  Watson, 3 poologist, had
amassed o lange cofiection of local geologial

whmhwwhmwndtbtmm';

Willsam Arkwright, besicr known for his mill at
Croenfosd, baill 3 second mill beside the Wye
Bskewell. A mamber of (B¢ houses  that
Arkuright hailt to bowse i wotkers still exist

Visht to Bakewell

Above: Bakewell's oldest bowse, now e Jocal
useum

Right: Jan Ssctha explains symbeols of 4 Saxon
CrOM.

and serve to show how the original roed was
ealigned by the tumgike trust W spoed truffic
through the towe.

After 1ea in the Medway Centre, some of
thcl»‘mmbwmmtotmraboknmcopm«
field system that still exists noar the church. The
lamdscape  consssiad of disused  tockways,
encloted villages, ridge and farrow (only obvious
mtucdmmnscyc)mdokaolmcb
Jeading o Joog-disused pastures on the moon
(dredgimg  Up MEMONCY for those who had
compieted a fiedd counse).

Our thanks st go the Jao Stotka, o
madefatigable bost and guide, Maggic Whalley and
Frack Galbraith who orgasiscd the visit and the
members of Grindicford W.L who gave up their
tine 10 Ked and wuler &5 %0 excellently when

required




Spring Conference - ‘Travelling
Through Time'

This year the day conference organised by
The Friends of the Centre for Local History 100k
for & theme the tinle ‘Travelling Through Time'
Speaken were éncouraged 0 interpret the theme
m broodly s they wished. Some 75 people,
conuag from as far aflcld as York and Londoa,
were lempead by the enigmatic tithes of the papers
St were hstod. In fact, so mamy people indicased
their intention 10 atesd, Sat no room in the

Dr Cirabam Jonos got = off 10 an
excellent start with a paper nitled “To Heaven in a
Barow: Modes ol Pilgrimsaye’. Gesham pointed
out that pelgrims have teavelled to their chosen
sife simce the fourth or fifth centunies, often in
conditions of great descomifivet.  Personal physical
ad mestal discomfont has sometimes been a
neconary pan of the pilgrimage as a means of

Graham thes west oo 10 comsider St
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was taken downstreom & far as Gainsborough,
which bocame the main port, while bemp, timber
und pig-roe wos tramsporied upstressn. in 1777
the Trent and Mersey caml opened, which added
o the commencial importance of e river.

Sailing vessels regularly teaversed e
river, the last of which coased trading sbost 1940,
Reguiar packet bosts plied ihe river during the
niseteenth centry and yurvived up 1o 1914,

‘Tenvelling o0 the Comtre’, The title of
PAD student, Liz Allen's paper, considered the
position of Saffron Walden us a commercial
centre between 1438 and 1490 snd its relationship
with nearby towns. She refecred to the position of
the town 25 1 wop oa the river route kg o the
rivers Lea, Stort and Cam. It was also oo an
mportant overland route, the Icknicld Way, from
Norwich to the west.

The long distasce routes were mportant,
but the majority of trade and comtact was local
Court rolis provide much of the mlrmation,
showing that most contact was with the arca just
south and west of Walden, though there was some
cootact with Cambridge 10 the north.  The wmn
grew i weshh aad iponssce durmg  the
fourtocnth comtury, as evidenced by the impon of
buxury goods mnd skilled workers from as far
uway as Camieidge and Ohelmsfond
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the late cightecnth comtury, Some 54 coaches left
Banbury exch week 2t the height of the coaching

Kate thon consadered the chanpes that
have taken place in the same arca since 1950 and
wondered what Hoskins would have made of
them. What effect did closure of the canthe narkes
in 1998 have on the xwn? How would he have
viewed the M40 that cut through some ancient
and beautiful countrynide a it bypassed Banbury”
Perhaps be would have joimed the protesters who
vpposed the danmage o ancient woodlind ot
Bamtmoor and Otmoor.  Would be have been
wete bypassed, have adipted (o the change?

Hoskins wrote about canals =1 & time
when they were in gentle decline. To-day the
camals are recognised as an Umportant part of our
bentage and landscape with the contre of Banbury
mwwﬁeuﬂhh&mﬂ

Kate completed her paper with reference

travelled loog distances, even as far as Loodos.
This was possible hecawse the network of roads
and bridges in 1500 exwnded over most of the
country. Camers” carts were also  operating
delivery scrvices ot this time. Carrying services
grow s more people wanied - travel  As
mcrease i the mumber of inns satisficd the nocds
of thase tavellers. The diffusion of knowledge
mcreased &emand for goods aad 5o created &
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sseot day.  Grantham
Melton Mowbray are the two towns on either side.
of the boundary. Road mames in villages oeur the
bousdary st very local i natare and do not refer
0 & settlement over the bosder. In the eightoceth
casricrs did oot cross the border, Even mow,
i 00 hus service befween the Iwo tlowns.
Pam Fisher was the final speaker, which

was probably appropriote as the title of her paper

g

csuse of an xccident. Pam gave severnl examples




of how jarses started 10 mwess the level of blame,
inchading factors such as the speed of the horse
and the sobriety of e driver as 3 mesn of
SKtermimng Gult. Decissons concerning doodand
and the leved of sy pengity that maght be applsed
0 the pemson wt Ml bocame mwode sophisticated
at the beginning of the nincteenth century., The
coming of the railways spelt the end of deodand
25 the companies were concerned at the dovel of
damagoes that maght be awarded agamnst them.

This was an excellemt day and fully
Justified ull the orgssismtiooal effort pat in by
Magwe Whalley, %0 whom we offer our sancere
thapks. The speaken covered 2 wide range of
topics, all souching on aspects of tavel during the
last two thousand years

Help for Friends

As with every organisativn, the Friends of the
Centre for English Local History alwavs regquirs
belp from members. The rules of the organisation
limit anyone 0 holding an office for a maximum
of five years, which means that there s 2
cootimsous change in Ihe mukeup of the
EEN2ECMEnt COMMITos

Piease conman the chatrman or any
member of the commuites if you would [de o
yoin the committee. Perhaps you do not wish o
be & member of the commitioe bus coudd offer
belp with organising some part of the Frcods'
activitics.

S B N A

Students prepare for the Devon field mp
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built on the site in TOOAD o enahripe the booes
of St Chad, whose feast duy 2™ March  The
memorial 10 this sbnne s marked m the Ladv
Chapel The fine siviecnth-centary Flemash
stained ghass wandows were added inl803, having
been bowght from the suppressed Abbey of
Hockeseode m Flandens by Lord  Brooke-
Boothhy  Another of the Cathodral's tresssres,
¢ Lichfield Gospels, is on daplay in the Chapter
House. There ase busts of Dr Sesmued Johnson
and David Garnick, both citirens of Lichficld
After a plemsam lunch = the visitos
cemtre, Alan Fon, 00 bedalf of the group, thasked
Dr Tringham for his engoyable and mibemative
contribution 10 the day and e catering saaff for
the refreshments and service. Afler some tene for
personal explomtion (shopping!), we divided into
wo groups and were shown roend the town by
kxal gaodes.  Fromn them we keamed of the
important réle plaved by Lichficld damag the
Civil War amd the devastation suffered during the
sicge i Mach 1643, Froms Beacon Park, we
went owtside the old city boundary to visit the
Hospital and Chapel of St John the Baptisz
without the barm of the Cizy of Lichiieid. Ths
was first baalt in 1135 and staffed by Augustinian
Canons 0 provide food sad shehter for pilgrions
mrivieg ot the city gates (baers) aller curfew. It
original fiasction was reduced when the Gty

5

defences fell mto disuse aod it was refounded in
1495 o a hospital for aged men and = froe
grammar school,  Champes were made but the
hospetal continued its work and sy, i
scomeodation mecting  twentyfirst-oentury
standards, still provides for the necdy chderly,
whose only duty is 10 attend 2 dasly service in the
chapel  The chupel imself has undergone muoch
restoration and its most recent enbancemsent |s the
magnificent cast window which reprosenss Chnst
in Magsty, designed by John Piper in 1984,
We emetged from the chapel into

# beavy downpour which continved ax wo made
ot way back o the wwn cestre, pausing en roule
%0 hear aboust the Friary and, at the “Geonge’,
Jearmt about Lickficld's prosperity in the coachung
era. We paxaed by some fine Tudor and Georgian
buildimgs which give such an aftractive Charmeter
to this towp. Our fimal destination was Dr
Jolinson™s Bisthplace, where the curator gave us
an imtroduction 10 the great lexicographer and
where we were able %0 omjoy the interesting
display

Before Jeaving, we expeessad our thanks
10 Maggic Whalley and 50 Alan Fox for mranging
such an cujoyable day's progranume
Anne Pegy

I‘ 'l' .'UJ

Vicars' Close, Lichfield
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Maunce was always good hugwored amd
pood company and attracted many fhiends, some
of whom are listed in the dodications 10 his books
(although Hivhwy ow the Gronmd b dodkated o
his mother, "who packed the sandwiches')
Almost the lest tiee 1 saw him wm afler a2
Maobeval Settlement Research Group conference
it Lescester when | reciprocated his adness w
me bry driving i 10 see the dederted village of
HamiMoo, fint dug by Hoskam m 1948 We
walked about on the adge of high-density dewning

and near W Lecemor's  lirgest  ssper-siore
Scoenctimey, in difficulty, be ok my am o belp
himeeif along, but the twinkle in the cye aad the
wry smile wese abways there

Harold Fox

(reprioted with pormissien from the Society
for Landscape Stodies Newletter
Spring Summer 2006)

Maurice Beresfard with Herold Fox o the Comre
fallowing the award of his hoooessy degree in 2002

36



Ancient Monuments Society and
Friends Of Friendless Churches

Tacked awzy in the medieval stroet
pattern it sarvives soutl of St Paal's Cathedral
i St Ane's Vestry Hall designed in 1905 by Sir
Baniwicr Fletcher. For some 15 yean it has been
ocogued by ihe offices of the Anciem

7

& defimitive  account
pheomenca, the roof i ramed paper (wrimen by
Professor Malcolm Ain), - An ilhastrated account
ol the year's casework and & monograph of ooe off
the Frwnds' churches are both  Becoming

We 2leo issue three AS Newslenters of
betwesn 70 and S0 pages cach. These have beso

;

- called "the bewt mewnaletier of any [mational]

conservation socwety’ and they are flall of facts on
vents, sew anractions and books, many of them
Jocally ' published but  deserving & matiosal
sadigece,  So moch is published, some of it with
lommired marketing ambition. which is extremely

good. There i a passion bekind our urge to bring

these books, pampblets and websiies 10 a3 wide 2
wodicose us possible. The Mimst Newsictier will

ogive you the last word oo

; professional
w in  Lancashire  1840-1940, old
ouses of Shropstire in the 19t century, hradpes

:
5
;

Girange ot Ramsgate, A.W. Pugin's Goshic villa
by the sea where the man died, sod Oxford Castle,
Glemnings covered these as woll ms HLF offers.

The AMS and the Friends cach dave their
own discrete constitations and parallel bodies of
Trustees, They shase a secretaniat, 2 poapous
pame foe myself full-ime and four valusble pant-
time collegues: Sesin and Chrissopher Dadlon,




Curolice Weich and Frank Kelsall. There is some
cross-fermlizing  subsidy betwccn the two, the
AMS bearing the dizect cost of salanies and about
500 square feet of offices in the Cay,  The
organirations share a Nowsletier and mombendiup
scheme, both of which brmg welcome economics
of scale,

The Friends. which coicbeate their Sixh
ssmiversary im 2007, 'were set @ by Ivor Bolmers
Thomas, The briel was gquite clear w sve
chgrches froem demsoliton and. m Ivor saw i,
degradation n the form of waworthy comversiom
We have soft pedalied our oppositive 10 the later
M sometimes it i the only way forwand.
Demolition remains the moa threat,
The Fricods® capital basc is mist even £500,000 bat
with that we now have 3% boldings.  Part of the
explanation of the =ffectiveness of this mismaich
botwedn resources amd ambition is 1he pencrous
usuation 0 Wales  Half the Grarches we possess
are Websh and we wre socepting vestiegs at the
rate of oae Of two 3 year s the context of T0%
grant uid froen Cadw, the Welsh eguivalem of
English Heritage, and 30% from the Church in
Wakss. Sico 1999 the budget of £100,000 5 year
has allowed us %0 take imto care redundant bet
glonioas  baildings  from Pembrokeshire %
Anglesey. Most are modioval with nch medicyval
screens at Derwen i Clwyd and Llanclieu in the
Brocom Beacons, but quality is not mecessanly
defined by age At Brithdic we have onc of the
very few Ant Nowvesza churches in Wales
(designed by Henry Wilson), whilst Llsadeloy in
Pembrokoshire Is largely the nessll of a 1928
reconstruction by the Ans and Crafly aschitecs,
Coates-Cargr. We are on the verge of compicting
works  of ropait w Llanfair Kilgeddin o
Monmouthshire rencwped for 3 complete nan of

coloured plaster decoration i sgraffit executed
by Heywood Sumner, the srchacologist, in 4 style
clearly indebted to Bume-Jones. We are shle w
ke former peivate places of worship and we
have two - e 15th comtury chapel of the Sanford
family on the DevonSomenet border ot
Axshiord, pear Tiverton, and (he chapel of St
John the Baptist halfwuy up & ciifY st Matlock
Bath put up in 1897 (o the designs of Guy
Dawber, ooe of the foundets of the CPRE. I
fooodress wan (he redoobaable M Hams who
after a row with the local vicsr vetreated 3o ber
house uppropristely kndmn as The Rocks snd
provided mn elabotate Arts and Crafts treasare
houuse to serve as her own balf way 10 God in the

the AMS back list referred 10 abave. Al our
shurchey ase Tivfed and i you click oo the name
you will get Hlustrations and brief’ histories of
cach ooe. Do jole, you will be very welcome,
We fecl confident that i your passion s local

£24 & likely 10 e set in wone for a good five
yoars,  Joitt us now asd vou could Belp ws
celchrate the 50 years of the Friends in 2007
Matthew Saunder,

Secretary of the AMS,
Hooorary Director of the Friends



Work undenaien by the Anciem Moaumsents Socicty amd Fricads of Friendles Churches
at the church of St Ellyw, Lianclicu, nosr Talgarth. Clwyd-Powys
Fhotos counesy of AMS.

abd




